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A tribute to RKS...

Father My Dear Father —This is how my dad’s letter to his father starts. | simply follow his
footsteps in portraying affection and attachment to my parents

On completion of my education and soon after marriage, | received numerous offers abroad,
but his motivation to serve the country and the place we live, urged me to reject those
assignments...

A feeling of oneness was instilled in me, which made me live with parents, wife and daughter
together. | cherish the fond memories and feel proud for having spent 46 years with him. His
extreme family bonding led his daughter also living adjacent

I would like to mention few important points about my dad:

* RKS, as he is fondly called, was an enthusiastic person. He never missed an opportunity to
attend functions and bless people with the phrase “Vaazhga Valamudan”. Bondage with his
wife was so high that she accompanied him everywhere. He heard this world through her

» In this modern world of android phones and pop up reminders, RKS used the Indian Postal
Services extensively for all communication which included birthdays, wedding anniversaries,
family functions and festivals of his near and dear

* RKS had excellent rapport with staff in all public support mechanisms such as Electricity,
Telephones, Corporation, Metro Water and Sewage boards etc. This rapport was well utilized
not only by us, but also by our neighbors. My suggestion for moving towards online payment
was ridiculed by him, stating this was a tool that made him active and helped in keeping
himself abreast with the latest developments

¢ RKS remained Mr. Perfect, both officially and personally

¢ Being a staunch believer in team work, he always attached himself to TamilNadu Engineering
Association (TNEA). No one else would have treasured Association’s Diary and Calendar
year on year

s RKS was a vivid communicator in spite of his hearing impairment; he used accessories like
hearing aid, pen, paper and pad for effective communication

¢ He was famous in media and press circle as “Vadapalani RKS”, with his articles featuring
regularly in leading daily and weekly magazines

» He always enjoyed watching good films; he was well informed about all ‘punch dialogues’ and
‘controversial songs’ through written reviews. His high mastery of both English and Tamil was
a boon to the younger generation in our family as he would write Tamil meanings in English
paper and vice versa. He has grown in our hearts in leaps and bounds as an embodiment of
grace, able leader, role model, pillar of support, a noble human with great sense of humor and
attained pinnacle of glory

» His kindness was extended even to dogs and crows who are still looking at our French
window for their daily share of biscuits

e Though he has physically departed, his soul remains with all of us and guides us in all our
endeavors

e Incidentally, RKS was born on “Annabishegam day” and attained Shiva Loka on “Somavaara
Pradosham" as he was an ardent devotee of Lord Shiva.

¢ Last but not the least, | am puzzled at the name of our apartment “Legend Square” and
realize that it's a mark of honor to my dear father who lived as a legend throughout his life

- K S Harishankar Ram
S/o. Er. RKS
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